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AN ALL-DAY BIRD TRIP IO3 

An All-Day Bird Trip at Washington, D. C. 



BY HARRY C . OBERHOLSER . 

The spring of 1907 was a remarkable season for birds in the 
vicinity of Washington, D. C. Particularly was this the case with 
migrants, and in most other parts of the eastern United States 
these were also unusually numerous both in species and in individ- 
uals. It was the writer's privilege to make an all-day trip on May 13 
of that year and the results seem worth a permanent record. For 
number of species observed in one day, it was, up to that time, the 
best record made by a single individual about the City of Washington 
and, in fact, there is to this day only one better. 

The weather during much of the spring of 1907 was unusually 
cool, and this apparently had considerably retarded the general 
migration of the later species. May 13 was clear and decidedly cool, 
an ideal day for bird observation. 

From the northern part of the City of Washington, the 
route followed was through the valley of Rock Creek to the National 
Zoological Park and Cleveland Park ; thence by electric car through 
the city to the Anacostia River at the Anacostia Bridge; from there 
the route was by rowboat up the Anacostia River to a short distance 
above Bladensburg, Maryland, and back, with three short excurs- 
ions on land at as many different points by the way. The return 
home from the Anacostia River was made by electric car through 
the city. The time occupied by this trip extended from 4:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. The distance covered was 32 miles, distributed as 
follows: by electric car 9, by boat 16, and on foot 7 miles. 

The region traversed included almost all the different kinds of 
country found about Washington, and our excursion thus resulted 
in a representative list of birds. 

The number of species observed on this day amounted to 103, 
with a total of 1846 individuals. The following species were unusu- 
ally numerous for this locality: yellow-shafted flicker, Carolina 
chickadee, tufted titmouse, white-eyed vireo, American redstart, 
Maryland yellow-throat, and yellow warbler. From the actual 
number of individuals noted, the ten most numerous species 
were the song sparrow, English sparrow, catbird, American redstart, 
purple grackle, American crow, fish crow, Maryland yellow-throat. 
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spotted sandpiper, and American goldfinch. Although the number 
of species seen was so large, it included very few of the rarer birds 
of this vicinity, that possibly of most interest being the blue-winged 
warbler. In view of the backwardness of the season, there were 
surprisingly few very late records made on this day. Two ducks, the 
golden-eye and pintail, however, were present later than in any 
previous or subsequent year, while the junco had remained also 
much beyond its ordinary date of departure. 

In the following annotated list in order to show the differences 
in the conspicuousness of the various birds, the number of each 
species seen is given separately from those that were only heard. 
This is of further interest as showing how large a part the notes of 
birds play in their identification in the field. 

i. Black-crowned Night Heron. Nycticorax nycticorax naevius. 
Common on parts of the Anacostia River. Number seen, 14. 

2. Green Heron. Butorides virescens virescens. 

Two seen on Anacostia River near Bladensburg. 

3. Great Blue Heron. Ardea herodias herodias. 

One seen in the same place as the last above named. 

4. Greater Scaup Duck. Mar-ila marila. 

Three were seen on the Anacotia River neai Benning. 

5. American Golden-eye. Clangula clangula americana. 

Three seen on the Anacostia River near Benning constitute 
the latest spring record for the species in the vicinity of 
Washington, the next latest occurrence being April 27, 19 18. 

6. Pintail. Dafila acuta tzitzihoa. 

A single individual seen on the Anacostia River is also the 
latest spring record for this species about Washington, the next 
latest being April 17, 19 15. 

7. American Merganser. Mergus americanus. 

Two seen on the Anacostia River. 

8. Turkey Vulture. Cathartes aura septentrionalis. 

Common on the Anacostia River and in other parts of the 
more open country. Noted also early in the morning roosting 
in trees along Rock Creek. Number seen, 46. 

9. American Osprey. Pandion haliaeius carolinensis. 

One seen on the Anacostia River. 

10. Red-shouldered Hawk. Buteo h'neatus lineatus. 
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Two seen and two others heard on the bottomlands of the 
Anacostia River. 

11. Broad -winged Hawk. Butco platypterus platypterus. 

One seen in the woods along Rock Creek in the' Zoological 
Park. 

12. Bob-white. Colinus virginianus virginianus. 

Two heard in the fields near Bladensburg. 

13. Lesser Yellow-legs. Neoglottis Havipes. 

Two seen in the marshes along the Anacostia River. 

14. Solitary Sandpiper. Tringa solitaria solitaria. 

Common along the Anacostia River, and noted also on 
Rock Creek; 13 seen. 

15. Spotted Sandpiper. Actitis macularia. 

Abundant on the Anacostia River, and noticed also on Rock 
Creek; 48 seen; 5 heard. 

16. Semipalmated Sandpiper. Ereunetes pusillus. 

A flock of 6 seen on the shore of Anacostia River. 

17. Mourning Dove. Zenaidura macroura carolinensis. 

Two seen near the Anacostia River. 

18. Northern Flicker. Colaptes auratus luteus. 

Noted in nearly all woodlands; 7 seen; 14 heard. 

19. Red-headed Woodpecker. Melanerpes erythrocephalus erythro- 
ephalus. 

Six heard, chiefly along Rock Creek. 

20. Downy Woodpecker. Dryobates pubescens medianus. 

Two seen and one heard in the woods along the Anacostia 
River. 

21. Belted Kingfisher. Streptoceryle alcyon alcyon. 

Three seen, one heard, on the Anacostia River. 

22. Screech Owl. Otus asio naevius. 

One seen at its roosting hole in a tree along Rock Creek. 

23. Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Archilochus colubris. 

One seen in the woods along the Anacostia River. 

24. Chimney Swift. Chaetura pelagica. 

Common in the city and elsewhere along the route; 39 seen; 
7 heard. 

25. Wood Pewee. Horizopus virens. 

Noted along Rock Creek and in the woodlands bordering the 
Anacostia River; 2 seen; 7 heard. 
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26. Acadian Flycatcher. Empidonax virescens. 

One seen and one heard along Rock Creek. 

27. Least Flycatcher. Empidonax minimus. 

Two heard in the woodlands along the Anacostia River. 

28. Phoebe. Sayornis phoebe. 

Two heard along Rock Creek. 

29. Crested Flycatcher. Myiarchus crinitus crinitus. 

Tolerably common both along Rock Creek and in the wood- 
lands bordering the Anacostia River; 9 heard. 

30. Kingbird. Tyrannus tyr annus tyrannus. 

Noted only along the Anacostia River and on the adjoining 
uplands; 7 seen; 1 heard. 

31. Brown Thrasher. Toxostoma rufa rufa. 

Noted in various places along the route; 7 seen; 4 heard. 

32. Catbird. Lucar car olinensis . 

Numerous everywhere; 31 seen; 53 heard. 

33. Bluebird. Sialia sialis sialis. 

Noted in the outskirts of the city, and also on the uplands 
along the Anacostia River; 3 seen; 7 heard. 

34. Southern Robin. Planesticus migratorius achrusterus . 

Observed all along the Anacostia River; 1 seen; 20 heard. 

35. Wilson Thrush. Hylocichla fuscescens fuscescens. 

One heard in the woods along Rock Creek. 

36. Gray-cheeked Thrush. Hylocichla minima aliciae. 

One seen in the woods along the Anacostia River. 

37. Olive-backed Thrush. Hylocichla uslulata swainsoni. 

Tolerably common in the woodlands both along Rock Creek 
and the Anacostia River; 4 seen; 5 heard. 

38. Wood Thrust. Hylocichla mustelina. 

Abundant in all woodlands; 9 seen; 39 heard. 

39. Blue-gray Gnatcatchcr. Polioptila caerulea caerulea. 

Noted in the woods both along Rock Creek and the Anacostia 
River; 2 seen; 2 heard. 

40. House Wren. Troglodytes aedon aedon. 

Observed chiefly in the woods along Rock Creek; 12 heard. 

41. Carolina Wren. Thryothorus ludovicianus ludovicianus . 

Noted in woods and thickets along both Rock Creek and the 
Anacostia River; 12 heard. 
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42. Long-billed Marsh Wren. Tehnatodytes palustris palustris. 

Abundant in the marshes along the Anacostia River ; i seen ; 
34 heard. 

43. Carolina Chickadee. Penthestes carolinensis carolinensis. 

Noted in nearly all woodlands; i seen; 10 heard. 

44. Tufted Titmouse. Baeolophus bicolor. 

Common in woods everywhere; 42 heard. 

45. Blue Jay. Cyanocitta crisiata crisiata. 

Noted both along Rock Creek and the Anacostia River ; 
2 seen; 8 heard. 

46. Fish Crow. Corvus ossitragus. 

Noted both in the city and its environs, and along the 
Anacostia River; 61 seen; 8 heard. 

47. Southern Crow. Corvus brachyrhynchos paulus. 

More numerous than the Fish Crow, and more generally 
distributed; 51 seen; 23 heard. 

48. White-eyed Vireo. Vireo griseus griseus. 

Observed in the thickets and undergrowth in the woods, both 
along Rock Creek and the Anacostia River; 4 seen; 32 heard. 

49. Yellow-throated Vireo. Lanivireo flaviirons. 

Noted in the woodlands along both Rock Creek and the 
Anacostia River; 13 heard. 

50. Red-eyed Vireo. Vireosylva olivacea. 

Tolerably common in all woodlands; 6 seen; 13 heard. 

51. Tree Swallow. Iridoprocne bicolor. 

Noticed along the lower part of the Anacostia River ; 1 3 seen. 

52. Barn Swallow. Hirundo rustica erythrogastris. 

Noted chiefly along the Anacostia River; 38 seen; 3 heard. 

53. Bank Swallow. Riparia riparia riparia. 

Eight seen in company with other swallows on the Anacostia 
River. 

54. Rough-winged Swallow. Stelgidopteryx serripennis serripennis. 

Observed chiefly along the Anacostia River, but also on 
Rock Creek; t>2> seen; 2 heard. 

55. Purple Martin. Progne subis subis. 

Five seen over the Anacostia River. 

56. American Redstart. Setophaga ruticilla. 

Abundant in all woodlands; 36 seen; 42 heard. 

57. Canadian Warbler. Wilsonia canadensis. 

Two seen along the Anacostia River. 
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58. Wilson Warbler. Wilsonia pusilla pusilla. 

One heard in woodlands along Rock Creek. 

59. Hooded Warbler. Wilsonia citrina. 

One seen in the same place as the last above named. 

60. Yellow-breasted Chat. Icteria vixens virens. 

Found along Rock Creek and the Anacostia River; 5 heard. 

61. Maryland Yellow-throat. Geothlypis irichas trichas. 

Abundant in thickets everywhere; 18 seen; 39 heard. 

62. Northern Water-Thrush. Seiurus noveboracensis noveboracensis . 

One seen in woodland on the border of the Anacostia River. 

63. Louisiana Water-Thrust. Seiurus motacilla. 

Four seen and two heard in the valley of Rock Creek. 

64. Oven-bird. Seiurus aurocapillus . 

Abundant in all woodlands; 7 seen; 26 heard. 

65. Kentucky Warbler. Oporornis jormosus. 

One seen along Rock Creek. 

66. Prarie Warbler. Dendroica discolor. 

Three heard in busy uplands near Bladensburg. 

67. Pine Warbler. Dendroicaa vigor sii vigor sii. 

Three seen and one heard in pine woods near Bladensburg. 

68. Black-poll Warbler. Dendroica striata. 

Two seen in woods along the Anacostia River. 

69. Chestnut-sided Warbler. Dendroica pensylvanica. 

Common in woodlands; 3 seen; 17 heard. 

70. Blackburnian Warbler. Dendroica jusca. 

Two seen in the woods along Rock Creek. 

71. Black-throated Green Warbler. Dendroica virens. 

Noted in woodlands along Rock Creek and the Anacostia 
River. 1 seen; 5 heard. 

72. Myrtle Warbler. Dendroica coronata coronata. 

Common along Rock Creek and in pine woodlands along the 
Anacostia River; 26 seen; 2 heard. 

73. Black-throated Blue Warbler. Dendroica caerulescens cae- 
rulescens. 

Noted sparingly in the woodlands along Rock Creek and the 
Anacostia River; 2 seen; 4 heard. 

74. Magnolia Warbler. Dendroica magnolia. 

One seen and three heard in the woods along Rock Creek. 

75. Yellow Warbler. Dendroica aestiva aestiva. 

Found everywhere in thickets; 10 seen; 36 heard. 
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76. Parula Warbler. Compsothlypis americana americana. 

Common in woodlands; 8 seen; 21 heard. 

77. Northern Parula Warbler. Compsothlypis americana pusilla. 

One typical male seen in the woods along the Anacostia 
River. 

78. Blue-winged Warbler. Vermivora pinus. 

Two heard singing in thickets near Rock Creek. 

79. Golden- winged Warbler. Vermivora chrysoptera. 

Two seen in the woods and thickets on the edge of the 
Anacostia River. 

80. Worm-eating Warbler. Helmitheros vermivorus. 

One seen in the woods along the Anacostia River. 

81. Black and White Warbler. Mniotilta varia. 

Tolerably common and generally distributed in woodlands; 

82. Bobolink. Dolichonyx oryzivorus. 

Three heard on the uplands along the Anacostia River. 

83. Meadowlark. Sturnella magna magna. 

Noted on the outskirts of the city and on the uplands along 
the Anacostia River; 6 heard. 

84. Red-winged Blackbird. Agelaius phoeniceus predatorius. 

Common in the marshes of the Anacostia River; 9 seen; 
9 heard. 

85. Baltimore Oriole. Icterus galbula. 

Noted both in the outskirts of the city and on the uplands 
along the Anacostia River; 2 seen; 4 heard. 

86. Orchard Oriole. Icterus spurius. 

One seen in a pine grove near Bladensburg. 

87. Purple Grackle. Quiscalus quiscula ridgwayi. 

Abundant everywhere; 60 seen; 17 heard. 

88. Scarlet Tanager. Piranga olivacea. 

Two seen and two heard in the woods along Rock Creek. 

89. Summer Tanger. Piranga rubra rubra. 

One heard singing on the edge of the woodlands along Rock 
Creek and Cleveland Park. 

90. Cardinal. Cardinalis cardinalis cardinalis. 

Common in thickets; 3 seen; 15 heard. 

91. Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Hedymeles ludovicianus. 

Noted in the woods along Rock Creek; 3 seen; 4 heard. 
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92. Indigo Bunting. Linaria cyanea. 

Observed in the woods along Rock Creek, in the fields on the 
outskirts of the city, and on the uplands near Bladensburg; 
4 seen; 3 heard. 

93. Chewink. Pipilo erythrophthalmus erythrophthalmus . 

Common in thickets, chiefly along Rock Creek and the 
Anacostia River; 5 seen; 13 heard. 

94. Swamp Sparrow. Melospiza georgiana. 

One seen at the head of a tributary of Rock Creek. 

95. Song Sparrow. Melospiza melodia melodia. 

By far the most abundant species observed during the day, 
and very generally distributed; 13 seen; 165 heard. 

96. White-throated Sparrow. Zonotrichia albicollis. 

Common in thickets, chiefly along Rock Creek; two seen; 
17 heard. 

97. Field Sparrow. Spizella pusilla pusilla. 

Tolerably common in fields and pastures; 6 seen; 8 heard. 

98. Chipping Sparrow. Spizella passerina passerina. 

Common except in woodlands; 3 seen; 25 heard. 

99. Slate-colored Junco. Junco hyemalis hyemalis. 

One seen in the undergrowth of low woodland near Bladens- 
burg. This date is unusually late for the species, since its 
average time of departure is April 30. 

100. Grasshopper Sparrow. Ammodramus savannarum austral is. 

One heard singing in a field near Bladensburg. 

101. English Sparrow. Passer domesticus hostilis. 

Abundant in the city and about gardens in the country ; 
53 seen; 81 heard. 

102. Purple Finch. Carpodacus purpureus purpureus. 
One heard singing on the outskirts of the city. 

103. American Goldfinch. Asragalinus tristis tristis. 

Common almost everywhere; 9 seen; 43 heard. 



